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Original Story: 
Keiichi Sigsawa 
“So basically, none of these people wants to be president, huh, Kino?” 
Original “Yeah, nobody wants to do it...” 
Character Design: “This ‘vote’ is just a way of forcing the job on someone else, then.” 
Kouhaku Kuroboshi “Tt sure is.” 


“So, when should we run?” 


Kino and Hermes travel to a country where the government took the concept of 
“majority rule” to such an extreme that hardly anyone was able to live there. The next 
country has figured out how to live peacefully with their neighbors: by taking out 
their aggressions on a third party. While the residents of each land tend to be welcom- 
ing, Kino’s rule to stay in one place for only three days allows them to avoid becoming 
| dangerously mired in local conflicts, but sometimes leaving comes at a price... 
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“Eyer since the revolution, the president has always been a human! 
But.there isnothifg if the constitution that says our president cannot} 
be a motoriad! Hermes has intellect?communication skillsyand above 
all, wisdom that far sutpasses any human! Who better, then, to serve as- 
_ our next president?! Everyone, let us create a new era together! Let usset 
forth along a new path with a motorrad president! Please, cast an honest 
yyote for none other than Hermes!” 9 N\ PK 

“Aw, Tm not all that great... or maybe Iam!” Hermes ay eesseat from 
«the center-stand on stage as the woman sang its praises. | ; 

‘ As more people took turns showering either of the candidates in com- 
pliments, Kino and Hermes whispered to each other. th 

“So basically, none of these people wants to be president, huh, Kino?” 
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And so, election day began—the day on which this country’s president, 
a single “king” who would rule for the next four years, was to be chosen. 
Starting early in the morning; the adults with the right to vote gath- N 
ered ina large assembly hall to give impassioned speeches arguing which yee 
of the twé presidential candidates was the far superior choice to rule\the 
land. rh 
First, a man stepped forward to give a speech. 
“Kino is an experienced traveler! Though young, Kino has cal 
many an arduous journey, and thus cultivated a truly spectacular capac-\ 
ity for avoiding danger! If we make such a person president, our great \ 
land will be able to overcome any crisis and become a truly wonderful 
nation! Kino alone has what it takes to become our president! There’s no 
mistake! It’s nothing short of a miracle that they’ve arrived in our land 
during the election period! Indeed, Kino is heaven-sent! My judicious 
| friends, please, cast your votes for Kino!” 
/ “This is embarrassing,” Kino murmured quietly from rhe seat on stage \ 
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as the man sang their praises. 
Next, a woman took the stage 4 


\ A 
Ke] 
‘Fiis. ae ofl iG) / \ characters, businesses, places, events, loedles, api 


the) phoducts afi t's imagination or used in a fictitious manner. resemblance to actual 
| pebserts\iving or Wed, os cual’ events is purely coincidental. _/ Hes 
: \ Vex oy va i je 
- yA \ Bie ff 


ad Ps \ \\ \ 5 


What do 
you think, 
Hermes? 


t find 


don 


this very 
funny at 


extremely 


mixed 


WANNA 
KEEP 


© 
z 
ve 
Ot 
z= 
(eo) 
= 


Chapter | 


ee) ea eevee wav | 
ee a ee 


cen 

” 

- 
= 


Chapter)! 
TheVandlofMajority/Rule (Pt: 1) 
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That’sa 
bad idea, 
Hermes. 


If you just 
let yourself 
into someone’s 
house, you can’t 
complain if you 
get shot. 


But if 
nobody's 
there, then 
there won't 
be anyone to 
shoot you. 


There 
aren’t many 
humans 
who could 
kill you, 
I'm Kino. 
sure of 


' ) We're not 
Ifit seems : 
like we'll be fighting All right. 
attacked back, I guess 
we'll just we'll head 
run for it. 


Perfect! 
Then we 


If we go 
to the heart 
of the land, 

we'll find 
someone, 


and then we 
can just get 
permission 
from them. 


Feels 
strange 
to camp 

out in the 


middle of 


Shall | 


blame you, Well, 


i’'s not 
your 
fault, 
Kino. 


one living in 
such 2 well- 


aT 


IPs 


maintained = fs" BI . 
such an lace? ame the 
insult to al people of 
all these this land. 


buildings. 
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we do 
tomorrow 
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| doubt 
you'll find 


There’s 
still some 
areas we 
haven’t 
seen. 
but that’s 
okay. 


| want to 
search 
them. 
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| wish | 
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There won't 
be any hot 
shower waiting 
for you in the 
morning, 
either. 
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The 
survivors 
{ musi’ve gone |- 4 | Looks like 
someplace outers ae \.] most of the 
else. : : people who 
: lived here 


have died. 


.. You're 
probably 
right. 


But 


. staying 
sci here won't 
2 do us any 

the next 
country. 
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We'll stay 
the night 
and leave 
tomorrow 
morning. 


¢| been three 
days yet. 


your “three 

days per 
What's land 
that all (Ue: 
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traveler 
I met long 


told 
me it was 
the perfect 
length for 
a visit. 
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Look! 
There is 
someone 
here after 

alll 
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I’m 
terribly 


sorry for 


Please 
wait a 
minute 


WELL, 
HELLO 
THERE! 


WELCOME 
TO MY 
COUNTRY! 
1AM 
THE ONLY 

CITIZEN 
OF THIS 
PLACE! 


You're Wow, it’s 
the only j : so great 
person , Ges tohavea 
in this ; “a visitor! 
What |jand? - mh / : : 
in the : I’m very 
world i io happy to 
hy meet you! 


as we leave 
before the end 
of the day. 


you leaving 
already? 
Can you spare 
some time? 


PLEASE! 
PLEASE 
LISTEN! 


a 
certainly 
like to 
know. 


Then | would 
be happy to 
tell you what 
happened 
here! 


Now, 
where 
should | 
begin? 


monarchy 
and the 

revolution, 

| suppose. 


then there 
was a 
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guesses 
were right, 
Kino. 


You must 
have gone 
into the 
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for letting ¥ 
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Then you 
saw those 
too, right? 
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It'll make 


explaining 
things 
easier. 


was no way 
we could’ve 


Only one 
person 
died of 
illness. 


That's all 
right with 


.. Those 
were the 
graves of the 
people of this 
land, weren’t 
they? 


Was there 
a plague of 
some kind? 


No, not 
exactly. 


But to 
tell you 
this land’s 
history 


I should 
start 
from the 
beginning. 


A single king 
ruled over the 
land and allits 


This land had 
beenruled bya 
monarchy since 

its founding. 
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| were some kings 
who were wise 
and admired, 


Through our 
history, there 


but that 
was not the 
case for the 
overwhelming 
majority. 


The king 
who ruled 
fourteen 
years ago 

was the 

worst 
of all. 


Crops failed 
for three years 
in a row, and 
most people 
were starving. 


| doubt he 
even knew 


the meaning 
of the word 
“starvation.” 


You're 
well- 
informed. 


land was 
faced with 
financial 
hardship 
due to poor 
allthe harvests, 
king did 
was 
amuse 
himself. 


he cared 
nothing 
for the 

citizenry. 


If 
they have 
no bread, 

then let 
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BEGAN IN 
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participated 
in the plans from 
a fairly early 
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The king's 
unbridled 
violence 
brought our 
rage to its 
peak. 


Eleven 
years ago, 

a group of 
peasants asked 
for taxes to be 
lowered to ease ‘ 

C\ their plight. They / 
P| \ wereallkilled. /} 


was relatively 
well-off, but 

I knew the pain 
of the less 
fortunate, 


What if 
youd been 
caught? 


We'd 
have been 
executed, 
of course. 


Are you 
familiar with 
this land’s 
traditional 
execution 
method? 


Criminals are ‘ 
hung upside-down, ¥ 
their hands and 
feet tied, and 
dropped onto the 
road head-first. 


After 
their parents, 
spouses, and 
children, of 
course. 
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fools in power Sj ~=never been 
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before. 


At least, 
that was 
the plan. 


Then 
we would 
charge the 
palace and 
capture the 
king... 


This isn’t 


like hanging \- You had 

laundry to dry, to stope 
Hermes. Did it look 
like rain, or 


something? 
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you didn’t have 
to anymore, 
DID THE maine 
KING RUN 
AWAY? 


That's 
exactly 


or rather, 
his fortune, 
hidden in the 
bed ofa 


The There 
king fled | § wasn’t 
with his | | asingle 
family... scratch on 

those palace 
walls. 


him in no 
time. 


no one would 
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jewels? 


decided 
to start 
anew way 
of life 


by creating 

a brand-new 
form of 

government. 


and 
change the 
law of the 


Thus, 
the revolution 
succeeded with 
hardly any 
casualties. 
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this land 
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We would 
all steer our 
government 
together. 
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decide? the Fao red Galore 
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MAJORITY 
RULE. 98% 
VOTED FOR HIS 
EXECUTION, 


WITH HIS 
FOLLOWERS 
AND FAMILY. 


We 
thought that 
the era of fear 

and despair 
was over 
at last. 


After 
that, 
things 
only got 
busier. 


We 


decided ¥% 
allkinds of & 
things. 


drafted a tax 
system, police, 
/ national defense, 
laws, and 
penalties. 


Imagine 
getting to 
choose 


children will 
be educated 
to handle the 
future... — 


until 
some people 
started 
saying some 
crazy things. 


First, a 
constitu- 
tion. 


It stated 
that all 
government 
actions would 
be chosen by 
majority 


Creating the 
school system 
was actually 


quite fun. 


For a while, 
everything 
went so 


“Voting 


Why directly 
don’t we on every 
choose a little thing 

leader is a massive 


chore. 


and let 
that person 

guide the land 
for the next 

few years?” 


A single 
leader? 
What if 
they went 
out of 
control?! 


Did that 
proposal go 


through? 


THOSE 


MORONS 
WANTED TO 
soe —— 
ALONE COULD 
GET SPECIAL 


TREATMENT 
UNDER HIS 
PROTECTION 
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By 
majority 
rule, they 

all got the 
death 

penalty. 


A fitting 
punishment 
for traitors 

to our 
country. 


unfortunately, 

they weren’t 
the last to try 
to oppose our 
nation’s laws. 


The 
majority 
voted to 

veto it, of 


course. 


Those who 
made such 
a dangerous 
proposal were 
found guilty of 
treason to 


You mean... 
the one where 
their whole family 


is strung up and 
dropped? 


traitors 
The would be 
veryidea allowed 
madethose to live?! 
people Prepos- 
traitors terous! 
them- 
selves! 


Some people 
suggested we 
get rid of the 
death penalty. 


voted, and 
they were 
executed. 


Some 


others said 
the taxes were 

Refusing too high, 

to abide by and refused 

the majority to pay. 

rule was 
insolence 

we couldn’t 


let slide. 


So we 
executed 
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country 
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to avoid letting 
things get out 
of control. 


I never let 
my personal 
feelings get 
in the way. 


Sadly, 
yes, that’s 
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Those 
who opposed 


What 
about since 
the new 
government 


include the 
king’s era, 
there’s 
too many 
to count. 


does that 
mean you 

ran out of 
graves? 


We decided 
to use the 
palace garden 
instead of 
planting 
cnope there. 


How many 
executions 
have been 
carried out? 


How did 
the last 
one come 
aboute 


was just 
about a year 


ago now. 


been our 
friend fora 
long time. 


The three 
of us planned 
to sustain 
the country 
together. 


We 
couldn't let 
him abandon 
the land and 

his duties. 


But then 
that man said 
he was going to 
leave our land 
behind. 


We triedto \ 
persuade him \- 
several times, 

but he was 
wickedly 
stubborn. 


The vote 
was two to 
one in favor 


of his 
execution. 


if | 
may ask, 
is She still 
around? 


nothing | 
could do. 


should 


get 
going... 


This land 
and | must 
face these 
hardships 
and emerge 

stronger. 


WE’LL 
RESTORE 
IT TO ITS 
FORMER 
GLORY 
TOGETHER! 
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sometimes 
one must 
suffer in 

order to do 
the right 


YOU TWO! 
PLEASE 
BECOME 

RESIDENTS 
OF THIS 
COUNTRY! 


In that 


about you 

just have 
to stay 
here for 


I'd 
rather 


There’s 
two of you, 
so | suppose 
| must yield. 
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That’s not 
going to 


I'll pass, 
thanks. 


can use 
whatever 
you like! 


all enjoy a 
4. — lavish feast 
before you | 7 = ‘ p= dk\) together. 
change your | ‘ 
mind, Kino. 


We're 
not into 
that kinda 


Stay here, 
I'll serve you 
as your loyal 


But | 
appreciate 
you telling 

me your 
story. 


Please, 
| beg 
you... 


I'm 
afraid 
we can’t 
reach an 


Then I’m 
sure | can 
convince you 
of how great 
this land is. 


we've already 
stayed three 
days. 


For 
whatever 
reason, we 
can’t stay 
longer than 


that. 
Sorry, 


mister. 


Are you 
trying to 
threaten 

us now? 


choice must 

be based on 
what the 
majority 
desires! 


this, I'd be 
no different 
from those 
foolish 


kings. 


It’s the 
only way 
to avoid 
causing 

a fatal 
mistake! 


YOU’RE 
WRONG” 


Leave! out of 
Out herel! 
of my 

sight!! 


Should 
you really 
be asking 
us that? 


What 
would 
if you 
Hermes do 
andl both 
said 


ever come 
back, I'll 
kill you!! 


Don’t 
ever come 
back 
to my 
country 


Goodbye, 
Your 
Highness. 
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A traveler 
| met a while 


the Lalaaren, N \ 
and the panda. } ‘y 


Ha ha. Poor, 
Butitwas \er At sweet Kino. There strange 
correctup | “\ You’ve been || Shouldn't _ ... 
until now. Sam deceived. be a fork 


If we 
/ follow the road 
west, we should 
pass a purple 
lake and end up 
in an enormous 
country. 


No, the left \—. = The one 
one. It looks Ek RUE es a on the right? 
smoother. [.- s Waris ae It’s wider. 


Normally 
you'd flip-flop 
until you’re 
starving. 


when 
do you 
choose a 
path so 
easilyr 


Fine. 
Let’s try 


the world’s 
gotten into 


Besides, 
it’s hot. 


Well, I'd rather 
just pick one 

and go than 
waste food. 


What if 
Ifwedon't Fo = 4 7] you're 
passalake Peren @. | wrong, 
afterawhile, ko ~ - Q@A 7 a thoughe 
we'll just turn 
back. 


we're lucky, 
we'll find 
someone we 


Makes sense. 
Sometimes 
you just 
gotta test 
things 


for this 
ideal 


Kinooo! 
You 
tricked 


Don’t 
put it 
like that. 


If we’re 
testing 
things 
out, either 
way is fine, 


doesn’t 
mean we 
have to go 
fiiiight! 
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Chapter 3 
The Land of Peace (Pt. 1) 
-Mother’s Love- 


like dead 
bodies, 


Hermes. 


Well, that 
much is 
l was obvious. 
asking 
why there are 
3a bunch of 
mummies just 
lying around 
out here. 


ikea, 


Shouldn't 
they be 
buried, 


It’s like 
the junkie 
you have in 
your bag, 
Kino. 


This 
must be 
If 3 food 
people SUPplu. 
get hungry, 
they come 
get some 
meat to bring 
home. 


reeeeally 
bored, 
aren’t you, 


Well, hang 
in there 

alittle 

longer. 


We should 
reach the 
next country 
soon. 


Poor Kino! 
You're going to 
get captured 
and eaten 
in this land! 
The journey’s 
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“A little 
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Hello. I’m 
Kino, and 
this is my 
partner, 
Hermes. 


We'd like 
to spend 
some time 
relaxing 
and sight- 
seeing here. 


leave the 

morning 
after 
next. 


It’s been 
some time 
since we 
hada 
visitor. 


Welcome 
to 
Veldelval. 


How many 
days will you 
be staying? 


Are you 
carrying 
any 
Persuaders 


With 
Persuaders 
like these, you 
must be quite 
a talented 
marksman. 


You're free 
to carry your 
Persuaders, 


goodness, 
what a 
surprise! 
These are 
impressive. 


Il see no 
reason not 
to let 


Yeah, you're] fe = 
all look yy = S gonna get 
famished. A} = | is eaten, all { -Y) HURRY! 
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shower, and 
the price 
isn’t bad. 


The food 
was some fish 
I'd never seen 
before, but it 
was tasty. 


So... 
what are 
we gonna 
do nowre 


Welcome 


history 


museum. 


director. 


You're the 
traveler who 
just arrived 


The You 
director Y You'll must 
is very learn all 228 the 
about our history 
land in just ™USeUM 
halfaday’s | 
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you gone 
to the 

history 
museum 


tell you 

all sorts 
of things 
about our 
history. 


Everyone 

| spoke to 

said that 
| should 

come here. 


museum 
contains 
fromwhen artifacts 
humans from every 
first era of our 
inhabited land’s 
what was _ history 
thena 3 
wasteland 


through our 
development 
into the grand 
country you 
see today. 


That's 
the first 
newspaper 
printed in 
this land. 


director 
sent me. 


morning, 
Kino, 
Hermes. 


We differ For years, 


in religion, our land was 
customs, race, at war with the 

language, neighboring 

and everythi 

ything country. 
So we ae 
despised 
one 


another. 


There 


were many 
battles, but 
re after fighting 
sides were i i 
exhausted, the eA 
and thus victor 
We the war never had 
Be ended. enough power 
pace left to invade 
sean the enemy’s 


for 194 land. 


We and our 
neighboring \. So those 
land both mummies 


cremate were victims P 


our aici of the war. Pall i! 
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This land seems 
very stable and 
prosperous 
to me. 


| thought 
I'd found 
a peaceful 
country again 
at last. 


We still 
don’t see eye 
to eye, but we 

no longer kill 
each other. 


Then what 
are we on 
our way to 
watch right 
nowe 


Then 
you don’t 
fight the 

neighboring 
country 
anymore? 


We call — worry. 


‘ it a “war,” 
Once you see it but we do 
for yourselves, not attack 
| believe you'll each other. 
understand 


how we've 
made, and 
maintained, 
our peace. 


a single 
soldier will 
lose their 
lives. 
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That’s the 
Relsumian 
defence 


thats, Peay : from the 
right. SUS == neighboring 
ri ae land you 
fought for 


oY L 200 years? 


185th 
Relsumia- 
Veldelval 


The rules 
are the 
same as 
always! 


Hold on to 
something, 


you see 


that over s 


yen het 
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the native 
tribe of this 
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The “war” -.f Please 
: ee ~ - (watch the 
is about to : 
bentn ground 
aie to the 
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He’s always 
been great 


one who 
just fired 

is my older 
brother. 


... Shall 
| lower our 
altitude a 
bit? 


here is 
fine. 


Youd be 
able to see 


better. 


Wouldn't 
want 
to catch 
a stray 
bullet. 


Chapter 4 


What 
are those 
vehicles 


WHOEVER 
HAS MORE IS 
THE WINNER 

OF THIS 
“WAR.” 


They’re the 
“counters.” 


sensors 
on the 
HOVIs weigh 
each side’s 
corpses. 


Chapter 4 
The Land of Peace (Pt. 2) 
-Mother’s Love- 


WILL NOW 
ANNOUNCE 


THE 
BYA RESULTS! 
MARGIN 


OF 10% 


THE 


We did it, 
Kino, 
Hermes! 
We won! 


Oh, 
right! 


If you need 
anything for 
your journey, 
today’s the 
day to get 


whole 
country 
willbe ina 
festive 
spirit! 


right) 
ahead! \_. 


Surely you 
don’t bring 
them back 
with you, 


| thought 
it might be 


do you do 
with the 
corpsese 


place to the 
east for 
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Good 
morning, 


Kino, 
Hermes. 


It just looked 
like the mass 
slaughter or 
execution of the 
Tatata people 


but that 
is the form of 
“war” we have 
chosen. 


So that 
was what 
you calla 


Perhaps 
it would 
seem that way 
if all you saw 
was yesterday’s 


mae | As you know, 
the war 
with our 
neighbors was 
never-ending. 


battles went 
on tirelessly 
for years, 
claiming 
countless 


man who just 
lost his upper 
half was my 
husband. 


Long ago, 
| had four 
sons. 


| remember 
the old wars 
all too well. 


But then the 
169th war began, 
and they wanted 

to avenge their 
father. 


After | lost 
my husband, 
| devoted myself 
to raising my 
sons to be proper 
adults. 


One by one, 
they went 
off to join 
the army. 


First my 
second eldest 
son, Sotos, 
was killed by 


The next day, 
my third eldest, 
Datos, stepped 
ona land mine 
and was blown to 
smithereens. 


a sniper. 


and was 
blown away 
by friendly 
cannon fire 
along with 
the enemy. 


course, he 
never came 


my entire 


and family in 
becamean one fell 
4 “honorable swoop 
citizen.” 


My eldest, 
Utos, stayed on 
the front lines 
to save his 
comrades, 


Finally, my 
youngest, 
Yotos, said 
he wanted to 
fight for 
his lost 
brothers, 


and 
promised 
he would 
return 


He was 
nine years 
old. 


Then | used 
that position 
to speak out 

publicly 


stopping 
the war. 


which is 
why | proposed 
something to 
take the war’s 
place. 


Attacking 
the 

Tatata 

people. 


“LET 
THE TATATANS 
TAKE THE PLACE 
OF THE ENEMY. 
WHICHEVER 
SIDE KILLS THE 
\ MOST WINS.” 


we'll have 
our an outlet 
tendency sovent 
‘§ for hostility 
x and brutality, 
inherent in all 


| could 
see that 
they were 
her precious, 
sweet little 
treasures, 
just like 
mine were. 


All of 
them had 
been killed 
in the war. 


When we first 
met, she showed 
me a picture of 
her children. 


it turned ba 
out there was 
a woman on the 
other side who 
had the exact 
same idea. 


= a a 


Our idea was 

That was = experimental, 
fifteen years ee but it was 
ago now. ett eS pe soon put into —— 
practice. atone 


a- amma. 


= ee @o--e Bom. 
o-ampwe a een onew- wow we 


eos a. - 0+ a eans > Been oe s ewr* eh ee res ee re 


Our 
country has Since 
developed, then, there 
re our ; has been 
population faaes | i | nto fighting 
has grown. Shae TE \ between our 


will be no 
more young 
mothers who 
will experience 
the same pain 


That is true 


peace, and 
our land’s 
reality. 


question 
before 
| go? 


N 


ils 


ea ea 
; > - orael 


we 


they have lives , 


and families of 
their own. 


In the 
old days, 
it was our 
children. 


you're doing 
is wrong, 


does that 
mean the 
old way was 


price worth 


What about 
the Tatata 
people who 
are killed? 


ight. 
But "9 


peace must 
be built on 

some kind of 
sacrifice. 


If the deaths 
of the Tatata 
people mean 
peace for us, 


we think 
it'sa 


I’m 
sure you'll 
understand 
my feelings. 


if you 
ever feel 

the warmth 

of your own 


We're 
going to tear 
you limb from 
limb in front of 
the people of 
our village. 


get our 
revenge. 


I’m not 


a citizen of 
...We're that country, 
well aware you know. On 
of that, ii 
Traveler. 


despise that : 
country. 


We cannot 

even bury 

the people 
we love. 


is to torture 

you, arandom 
passerby, 
to death. 


They 
slaughter 
us for no 
reason 


But we have 
no way of 
defeating them 
even if we fight 
back. 


only way of 
venting our 
outrage 


You 9 a | None 
were simply ; iS T of this 
unlucky. is your 


just gonna 
let them 

eat you or 
whatP 


but | 
do not wish 
to die 
here. 


Know 
that | will 


not forget | 


understand 
how you 
must feel, 


Now, I'll be 
taking my 


/ 
j 
4 | 


Now 
whate 
Should 
we bury 


probably 
come back 


my / _as 
é he by 


Epilogue . . 


Deep in the Desert: a | 


*s Luck'e 


Bass 


_» -Beginner 


See? Just 
like | told 


There’s 


nothing 
we can 
do. 


Lel’s 
go back 
to that 
Master 
person’s 
place. 


still not 
turning 
back. 


At 
this rate, 
you'll 
shrivel 
up. 


You can 
be awfully 
stubborn 
when you've 


made up 
your mind. 


I'd 
Idon’t }> rather not 
want ; get buried 
that, figness out here in 
either. fo - --= the desert 
with your 
mummu... 


WHY IS 
THIS WELL 
S50 DAMN 
DRIED 
UP?! 


or maybe the 
God of Journeys 
is telling you to 
give up on this 
one already, 


.’m afraid 
| can make 
no promises 
about that. 


Yelling 
just 
made me 
hotter, 


Well, 
try to drop 
dead ina place 
where 3 new 
rider will find 
me, ’kayP 


Kino, 
are you 
awaker 

Alivee 

I’m 
awake. 


alive, for 


y You better 

| decide what 

to do soon, 
huhe 


Well, you 
> can go have two 
youcan \ iets rhe 
shrivel up ee > and get 
thoroughly 
scolded for 
running 


| 
don’t like 
either of 


what 
a traveler 
needs most is 


Whether 
you're 3 
2 = rookie ora 
= 5 en veteran, 


| disagree, 
Hermes. 


What a 
traveler needs on 
mostistheone \ 
: thing that'll 
| save them when 

they’re at : 
the end of 
their rope: 


Afterword Special Short Story: 
“The Land of Comicalization -You Can Do It!-” 


“Welcome, Traveler! This is the ‘Land of Comicalization’!” 

“Uhm, and what is that, exactly...?” 

“Whaaat? You don’t know, Kino? If you come here, they'll turn 
you into a comic! It’s also known as “The Land of Manga Adapta- 
tions.’ I’ve always wanted to come here...” 

“I didn’t know you could look so ecstatic, Hermes.” 

“Of course I can! Motorrads* have limitless potential, you 
know!” 

“I wasn’t aware of that...By the way, Mr. Immigration Officer?” 

“Yes. My name is Yoshida. It’s a pleasure to make your acquain- 
tance.” 

“Mr. Yoshida, then. I’m told that if we enter this land, Hermes 
and I will become a comic. But what does that mean, exactly?” 

“Whaaaat! You don’t know, Kino?” 

“Enough, Hermes.” 

“Allow me to explain. First, one of our land’s talented comic 
artists will be assigned to you. I, the immigrations officer, have the 
duty of selecting this artist.” 

“And then?” 

“Then, this person will create beautiful art to represent you 
travelers. All of your actions will be drawn as pictures, and then, 
using a technique called ‘panels,’ separated in a way that makes the 
movements easy to understand. Your words will be represented in 
frames called ‘speech bubbles’ which make it clear who is speaking.” 


* A two-wheeled vehicle. Refers only to vehicles that do not fly. 


“T see... That’s quite a different method than the world of novels 
that I normally live in.” 

“You know, the history behind the comics in this land—” 

“Hermes, keep quiet for a bit, would you? Now then, Mr. Yoshi- 
da, please continue.” 

“Certainly. The ‘comicalization’ process makes the story more 
approachable for many readers, such as those who don’t enjoy read- 
ing novels or simply don’t have the time. These ‘comics’ are also 
quite easy to recommend and share with others. And there’s the 
additional advantage of bringing scenes to life that were not illus- 
trated in the novels!” 

“I see... However, I only stay in each place I visit for three days. 
What will happen after those three days? Will I return to novel 
form, or...” 

“The only way to find out is to enter and see. Some travelers take 
a liking to comics and decide to stay, while others depart surprising- 
ly quickly.” 

“so LOALS:.. @ Little seatty.... 

“Come on, Kino, it'll be fine. Let’s go in already!” 

“You're being awfully pushy about this, Hermes. I guess that’s 
no different from usual, though...” 

“If you end up liking this place, we can always just split into two 
and continue both the novels and the comic.” 

“Sorry?” 

“Yes, that is an option, too.” 

“Huh? Wait, what?” 

“All right, Kino, I'll teach you the easiest way to do it. First...” 


Probably not to be continued... 
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Lost i in the Forest: c (Ga 


Soy 
sauce is 
the best 

flavor, 
No other righte 
kind can 
compare. 


I's 
simple yet 
deep. 


miso? Or 
pork bone ¥ 
broth? 


radically 
speaking, 


y § [RADICALLY 
| || SPEAKING 


Whats FR Well, what 

the most \:"- would you 
delicious |\-->, Bye say, thenP 
ramen of S 


You mean 
for all 


whi 
it i 
= 


Salt 
ramen has 
a beautiful 
simplicity 
Andthen toit. 
there’s 
curry ramen 
and such, 
too. 


What do 
you want, 
KinoP 


Miso ramen 
has a deep, 
rich flavor. 


Pork bone 
broth is an 
acquired 
taste that’s 
hard to 
give up. 


It might 
be more 
complicated 
than this, but 
to put it 


flavor has its 
own charm. 


We’ve 


I’m not 
come this asking what 
far. You the world or 
can’t keep other people 
secrets 


from me. 


Lay if all 
out. Let’s 
have a real 
heart-to- 


just what 
you really 
feel, deep 


I suppose 
that time 
has come. 


Whal’s the 
one flavor 
of ramen 
you truly 
desire? 


Their favorite flavor vanishes into the sky... 


